CONFERENCE OVERVIEW 2015 Conference on Laboratory Instruction Beyond the First Year (BFY II)
The conference theme, "Constructing Great Instructional Lab Experiences," was inspired by the recent AAPT Recommendations for the Undergraduate Physics Laboratory Curriculum. These recommendations underscore the essential role of laboratory instruction in developing students' physics knowledge and experimental abilities in addition to many transferable skills such as modeling, design, troubleshooting, innovation, and communication. Implementing the recommendations requires attention to the overall spiral/scaffolded nature of the curriculum as well as to the specific experiments and techniques to be taught.
At the conference, invited talks, workshops, breakout sessions, and posters provided opportunities for participants to share their ideas and expertise regarding specific experiments, assessment practices, developing an effective BFY laboratory curriculum, and approaches to cultivating broadly transferable skills in our students. The conference also provided time and space to discuss community-building initiatives to support laboratory instructors and staff in a time of diminishing resources and increasing pressures on hands-on laboratory instruction. The 2015 BFY conference was an opportunity for those who share a vision for effective laboratory instruction to come together to share ideas and knowledge, learn new techniques, ask questions, and plan for the future, so that we can continue to construct positive instructional laboratory experiences for our students and for ourselves. We thank all those who participated and contributed toward the success of the conference.
